ABSTRACT. Two new species of Oryctanthus (Griseb.) Eichler (Loranthaceae), O. grammatus Kuijt from Colombia (Bolívar) and O. guianensis Kuijt from French Guiana, are described and illustrated. Both are characterized by extremely short inflorescences and small leaves and unusual furfuraceous stem surfaces.
Oryctanthus grammatus
Haec species inter congeneros ob internodia juvenilia suberis lineis conspicue grammata atque flores inflorescentiasque minutas insignis, quoad inflorescentiam parvam Oryctantho minore Kuijt similis, sed ab eo inflorescentiae forma atque fructu ellipsoideo distinguitur.
Small, percurrent plants, internodes 8-40 mm, when young with 4 broad (often confluent), raised, erumpent lines of pustular, cinnamon-brown cork, these lines extending down from the petioles, the stems becoming 6 glabrous with age. Leaf blade to 4 3 2 cm, narrowly obovate to elliptical, apex rounded, base acute, petiole 2-3 mm, distinct, leaf margins and most of the raised abaxial midvein furfuraceous, venation pinnate, the midvein not reaching the apex, stellate fiber bundles evident at least on dry leaves. Inflorescence 1 per leaf axil, no more than 3 mm (excluding fruits), sessile, flowers ca. 6, bisexual, inserted at an angle to the axis; mature buds 1.5 3 1 mm, apex obtuse; petals 6, nearly isomorphic, stamens biseriate, the shorter ones with a small connectival horn; anthers with 4 thecae; style 2/3 mm long, thick below, narrowing distally, the stigma undifferentiated. Fruits 3 3 1.5 mm, ellipsoid, apex truncate, calyculus inconspicuous, smooth.
Etymology. The epithet grammatus refers to the striped appearance of young internodes.
Distribution and habitat. Oryctanthus grammatus is known only from the type, collected nearly a century ago in an area that has been much cultivated. It is therefore conceivable that the species is extinct today. Discussion. Oryctanthus grammatus is an inconspicuous but exceedingly distinctive species by its minute inflorescences and flowers and the strikingly striped cork formation on young branches. The formation of similar cork, often in longitudinal lines, is common in many small-flowered, Neotropical genera, but none have the distinctive, striped features of O. grammatus (and the other species here described, O. guianensis). The recently described O. minor from French Guiana (Kuijt, 2009a ) has a similarly small inflorescence, but a very different shape. Most strikingly, the stems of O. minor are completely covered with dense cork, and its fruits are depressed-globose.
The accompanying SEM photographs deserve some comments (Fig. 3) . The cork stripes are sharply defined, the smooth (probably green when fresh) intervening lines showing numerous transverse or slightly oblique stomata. Enlargement of cork shows that very fine filaments extend outward from most cork cells. Similar filaments have been noted for two species of Psittacanthus (Kuijt, 2009b, fig. 1c ), in Haec species quoad foliorum magnitudinem formamque Oryctantho minore Kuijt similis, sed ab eo internodiis juvenilibus subere in lineis (nec omnino) ornatis, antherarum connectivis cornu breviore praeditis atque fructu ovoideo-ellipsoideo laevi (nec tuberculato) distinguitur.
Sparsely branched plants, young stems with sharply defined, rough brown cork stripes extending down from the petioles, older stems smooth; internodes to 3.5 cm, strongly quadrangular, becoming nearly carinate distally. Leaf blade to 5 3 2.5 cm, coriaceous, elliptical, apex rounded, base obtuse, petiole 5 mm, distinct; phyllotaxy regularly decussate, leaf margin and abaxial midrib brown-furfuraceous; venation pinnate but obscure; stellate fiber bundles not visible. Inflorescence to 1.5 cm in fruit, but 7-8 mm in early anthesis, peduncle 1-4 mm, followed by 12 or more pairs of sessile flowers in deep axial depressions, subtended by a small leaf scale and flanked by 2 minute, flat bracteoles, the latter largely hidden in the floral cavity. Mature bud 2 mm long, acute or nearly so, nearly perpendicular to the inflorescence axis, bisexual, hexamerous, petals slightly dimorphic; anthers sessile, biseriate, 4-loculate, with small connectival horn; pollen as typical of the genus, with 3 circular depressions on each face (Fig. 1) ; ovary 0.5 mm. Fruit 6 3 3 mm, narrowly ovoid-ellipsoid, reddish orange at maturity, calyculus inconspicuous.
Habitat and distribution. Oryctanthus guianensis is known only from the type collection. Discussion. In terms of leaf size and shape, Oryctanthus guianensis appears to compare to the recently published O. minor, which is also from French Guiana (Kuijt, 2009a) . However, that species has its young internodes completely covered with furfuraceous material, without any signs of striping, and its fruits are depressed-globose and slightly tuberculate, features at variance with O. guianensis. The connectival horns of the lower anthers of O. minor are also much longer than those of O. guianensis. Stellate fiber bundles are not evident on the rather thick, dried leaves of O. guianensis (or in O. minor), but may be assumed to be present, as they are characteristic of all other known species of Oryctanthus.
While the two new species described herein show some similarities, especially in the matter of the striking cork lines on young stems, a glance at the accompanying illustrations at once shows distinctive differences. The leaf blade of Oryctanthus grammatus is narrowly obovate to elliptical and has a clearly visible, pinnate venation, being thin. In O. guianensis 466 Novon six). The style of O. grammatus is remarkably thick (Fig. 2C) , an unusual feature in the genus.
